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They say that they had agreed to begin a discussion on condi-
tion that works were evacuated, but since this agreement more
works are still being occupied at the risk of paralysing the whole
of French industrial life.
ROWDYISM IN THE OXFORD UNION
The Oxford Union Society debated the motion "That Peace
and Freedom are not safe in the hands of the Conservative
Party." One of the principal speakers was Mr. Harry Pollitt,
Secretary of the Communist Party of Great Britain. Shortly
before Mr. Pollitt ended his speech a bag of flour fell from the
gallery. It missed Mr. Pollitt, but burst and scattered. There-
upon there was a rush from the bottom of the hall of members
wearing red ties, who attempted to get to the gallery. Several
persons in the gallery at the same time made a rush to get
below. There was a scrimmage on the stairs, during which two
Union stewards were knocked over. After a few minutes Mr.
Pollitt resumed his speech and the debate ended quietly. The
motion was carried by 234 votes to 122.
Friday 5                                                         THE CABINET
Sir Samuel Hoare has been appointed First Lord of the
Admiralty in place of Viscount Monsell.
FRANCE
M. Blum broadcast a statement announcing that the forty-
hour week, collective contracts, and paid holidays, would be en-
forced by Bills which the Government will immediately lay
before the Chamber, and they appeal to the working people to
trust to the law for those of their claims which require legisla-
tion, and to press the others quietly and with dignity. They ask
the employers to examine these claims in the most liberal spirit.
Meanwhile there are no newspapers in Paris to-day except
the Populaire (Socialist), the Humanite (Communist), and the
Action Frangaise (Royalist). Employees in the great Paris stores
have joined in the strike movement, and they have occupied the
Printemps and the Galeries Lafayette.
THE PEKING INCIDENT
A Court of Inquiry has been held on the incident at Peking
when a Japanese officer named Sasaki was killed. The officer
commanding the British troops reports that beyond all question
no British troops were in the neighbourhood of the brawl at the
time. No inquest was possible, as the body of the officer
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